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SERMON XVII. 


On Levit. xix. 17. 

Thou foalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart: thow halt 

in any Wife rebuke thy Neighbour, and not fuffer Sin 
upon him. 


GREAT part of the book of Exodus, and al+ 
1 moft the whole of the book of Leviticus, relate 
4 to the ritual, or ceremonial law of \Mo/cs, which was 
peculiarly given to the children of J/rael ; but was fuch 
a yoke, fays the apolftle Peter, as neither our fathers nor 
«ve were able to bear. We are, therefore, delivered from 
it: and this is one branch of the liberty wherewith Chrift 
bath aus free. Yet it is eafy to obferve, that man 
excellent moral precepts are inter{perfed among thefe 
ceremonial laws. Several of them we find in this very ee 
chapter. Such as, Thou fhalt not gather every grape of Te. ee) 
thy vineyakd: Thou fhalt leave them for the poor and ‘ae. ipl 
ftranger. Lam the Lord.your God, ver. 10. Ye fhall not | 
gical, neither deal falfely, neither lie one to another, ver. 
11. Thou fhalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob ; 
him: the wages of hin that.is hired shall not abide with hi 
thee till the morning, ver. 13.. Thou fhalt not curfe the \ Sa 
deaf, nor put a ftumbling block before the blind: but Shalt t 
fear thy God: I am the Lord, veré.14. As if he had ! 
faid, 1 am He whofe eyes are oyer all! the earth, and 
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= ears are open to their cry. Ye fall do no uy. 

hteou/nofs in judgment: thou foalt not refpe® the per- 
fon of the poor, ‘which compafiionate men may be tempt. 
‘ed to dO; nor honour the perfon of the mighty ; to which 
there are a thouland temptations, ver. 15. Thow /halt 
not co up and down as a tale bearer among thy people, ver, 
16, altho’ this is a fin which human laws have never 
yet been able to prevent. Then follows, Thou shalt nat 
haic 2° brother in thy heart: thou fhalt in any wife re. 
buke thy neighbour, and not fuffer fin upon him. 

In order to underitand this i important direction aright 
and to apply it profitably to our own fouls, let us con. 
fider, 

Virit, What it is that we are to rebuke oF reprove? 
What is the thing that is here enjoined? Secondly, 
Who are they whom we are commanded to reprove? 
and Thirdly, ‘How are we to reprove them? 


I. r. Let, us confider, firft, What is the duty that 


is here enjoined? What is it we are to rebuke or te. 
prove? And what is it, To reprove? What is it to re. 
prove? To tell any one of his faults, as clearly appears 
from the following words, Thou /halt not fuffer_fin upon 
him. Sin is therefore the thing we are called to reprove, 
or rather him that commits fin. We are to do all that 
in us lies to conyinee him of his fault and lead him in- 
to. the right way. 

2. Love indced requires us, ¢ warn him, not only 
of fin (although of this chiefly) but likewife of any 
error, which if it were perfifted in, would naturally 
lead to fin.. Hf we do not hate him in our heart, if we 
love our neighbour as ourfelves, this will be our con- 
fant endeavour, to warn him of every evil way and 
of every miftake which tends to evil. 

But if we defire not to lofe our labour, we 
fhould rarely reprove any one, for any thing that is of 
a difputable nature, that will bear much to be faid on 
both fides. A thing may poffibly appear evil to me: 
therefore I feruple the doing of it.” And if I wereto 
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do ét while that fcruple remains, I fhould be a finner 
before God. But another is not to be judged by my 
con{cience, to his own Mafter he ftandeth or falleth. 
Therefore I would nog reprove him, bug, for what is 
clearly and undeniably evil. Such, for inftin nce, is pro- 
fane curfing and fwearing, which even thofe who prac- 
tife it moft, will not often venture to defend, if one 
mildly expoftulates with them, Such is drunkennefs, 
which even a habitual drunkard will condemn when 
he is fober. And fuch, in the account of the general- 
ity of people, is the profaning of the Lord’s Day. 
awe if any which are guilty of thefe fins, fora while 

attempt to defend them, very few will perfilt to do it, 
if you look them fteadily in the face, and appeal to 
their own confcience in the fight of God. 


II. 1. Let us, in the fecond place, confider, Who 
are thofe that we are called to reprove? It is the more 
needful to confider this, becaufe it is aflirmed by many 
ferious perfons, That there are fome finners whom the 
Scripture itfelf forbids us to reprove. This fenfe has been 
put on that folemn caution of our Lord, ia his fermon 
on the mount. Caf not your pearls before fwine, left they 

rample them und: ir foot, and turn again and rend you, 
Bat the plain meaning of thefe words i is, Do not offer 
the pearls, the fublime doctrines or myfteries of the 
gofpel, to thofe whom you sknow to be brusiih men, 
immerfed in fins, and having no fear of God before 
their eyes. This would expofe thofe precious jewels to 
contempt, and yourfelves to injurious treatment. But 
even thole whom we know to be in our Lord’s fenfe, 
dogs and fwine, if we faw them do, or heard them fpeak 
what they themfelves know to be evil, we ought in any 
v ife to reprove them ; elle we news our brother in our 

heart. * 

2. The perfons intended by our neighbour are every 
child of man, every one that breathes ‘the vital air, ald 
that have fouls to be faved. And if we reffain from 
performing this office of love to any, becaufe they. are 
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finners above other men, they may perfift in their inj. 
quity, but their blood will God require at our hands, 

. How ftriking is Mr. Baxter’s reflection on this 
head. in his Saint’s Everlafting Reft. ** Suppofe thou 
wert to meet one in the lower world, to whor thor 
hadft denied this office of love, when ye were both to. 
gether under the fun; what anfwer couldft thou make 
to his tena At fuch a time and place, while we 
were under the fun, God delivered me into thy hands, 
I then did not know the way of falvation, but was 
feeking death in the error of my life. And therein 
thou fuffered{t me to remain, without once endeavour. 
ing to awake me out of fleep! Hadft thou imparted to 
ime thy knowledge, and warned me to flee from the 
wrath to come, neither I nor thou need ever have come 
into this place of torment.’ 

4. Every one, therefore, that has a foul to be faved, 
is intitled to this good office from thee. Yet this does 
not imply, that it is to be done in the fame degree to 
every one. It cannot be denied, that there are fome, 
to whom it is particularly due. Such, in the firft place, 
are our parents, if we have any that ftand im need of 
it: unlefs we fhould place our conforts and our chil- 
dren on an equal footing with them. Next to thefe we 
may rank our brothers and fifters, and afterwards our 
relations, as they are allied to us in a nearer or more 
diftant manner, either by blood or by marriage. In- 
mediately after thefe are our fervants, whether bound 
to us for a term of years, or any fhorter term. Laitly, 
fuch in their feveral degrees are our countrymen, our 
fellow-citizens, and the members of the fame fociety, 
whether civil or religious: the latter have a particular 
claim to our fervice: feeing thefe focieties are formed 
with that very defign, To watch over each other for 
this very end, that we may not fuffer fin upon our 
brother. If we neglect to reprove any of thefe, when 
a fair opportunity offers, we are undoubtedly to be 
ranked among thofe that hate their brother in their 
beart. And how fevere is the fentence of the apoltle, 
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againft thofe who fall under this condemnation ? He 
that hateth his brother, though it does not break out 
into words or actions, is a murderer. And ye know, 
continues the apoftle, that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in bim. He hath not that feed planted in his 
foul, which groweth up unto everlafting life. In other 
words, he is in fuch a ftate, that if he dies therein he 
cannot fee life. It plainly follows, That to negleé 
this, is no {mall thing, but eminently endangers our 
final falvation. 


III. We have feen what is meant by reproving our 
brother, and who thofe are that we fhould reprove. 
But the principal thing remains to be confidered. How, 
In what manner are we to reprove them? 

1. It muft be allowed, that there is a confiderable 
difficulty in performing this in a right manner. Al- 
though, at the fame time, it is far lefs dificult to fome 
than it is to others. Some there are who are particu- 
larly qualified for it, whether by nature, or practice, 
or grace. ‘They are not incumbered neither with evil 
fhame, or that fore burden, the fear of man. They 
are both ready to undertake this labour of love, and 
fkilful in p: ortorming it. ‘To thefe, therefore, it is lit- 
tle or no crofs: Nay, they have a kind of relifh for it, 
and a fatisfaction therein, over and above that which 
arifes from a confcioufnefs of having done their duty. 
Sut be it a crofs to us, greater or leis, we know thet 
ereunto we are called. And be the difficulty ever fo 
ereat to us, we know in whom we have trufted: and 
that He will furely fulfil his word, As thy day, fo frail 

thy /treng eth be. 

2. In what manner then fhall we reprove our bro- 
ther, in order that our reproof may be moft effectual ? 
Let us firft of all take care that whatever we do, may 
be done in ihe /pirit of love ; in the fpirit of tender 
vood-will to our neighbour, as for one who is the fon 
of our common { father, and one for whom Chrift died, 


thathe might be a partaker of falvation. Then, by 
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the grace of God, love will beget love. The affection 
ef the fpeaker will {pread to the heart of the hearer: 
and you will find in due time, that your labour hath 
not been in vain in the Lord. 

3. Meantime the greateft care muft be taken, that 
you fpeak in the fpirit of humility. Beware that you 
do not think of yourfelf more highly than you ought 
to think. If you think too highly of yourfelf, you can 
fearcely avoid defpifing your brother. And if yoy 
fhew, or even feel the leatt contempt of thofe whom 
you reprove, it will blaft your whole work and ccca. 
fion you to lofe all your labour. In order to prevent 
the very appearance of pride, it will be often needfu! 
to be explicit on this head: to difclaim ail preferring 
yourfelf before him: and at the very time you reprove 
that which is evil, to own and blefs God for that which 
is good in him. 

4. Great care mutt be taken, in the third place, to 
{peak in the fpirit of meckne/s, as well as /owline/i, 
The apoftle affures us, that the wrath of men worketh 
not the rightéoufne/s of God. Anger, though it be adorn. 
ed with the name of zeal, begets anger; not love or 
holinefs. We fhould, shhedleloee: avoid, with all pofli- 
ble care, the very appearance of it. Let there be no 
trace of it, either in the eyes, the gefture, or the tone 
of voice: but let all of thefe concur in manifefting a 
loving, humble, and difpaffionate {pirit. 

s. But all this time fee that you do not truft in your- 
felf. Put no confidence in your own wifdom, or ad- 
drefs, or abilities of any kind. For the fuccefs of all 
you fpeak or do, truft not in yourfelf, but in the great 
author of ev ery good and perfect gift. Therefore while 
you are fpeaking, continually lift up your heart to him 
that worketh all in all. And whatfoever is fpoken in 
the fpirit of prayer will not fall to the ground. 

6. So much for the /pirit wherewith you fhould f{peak, 
when you reprove your neighbour. I now proceed to 
the outward manner. It has been frequently found, 
that the prefacing a reproof with a frank profeflion of 
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good-will, has caufed what was fpoken to fink deep 
mto the heart. This will generally have a far better 
effect, than that grand fafhionable engine, flattery, by 
nieans of which the men of the world have often done 
furprifing things. But the very fame things, yea, far 

reater, have much oftener been effetted, by a plain 
and artlefs declaration of difinterefted love. When 
you feel God has kindled this flame in your heart, hide 
it not; give it full vent. It will pierce like lightning. 
The ftout, the hard hearted will melt before you, and 
know that God is with you of a truth. b. 

7- Although it is certain that the main point m re- 
proving is, to do it with a right fpirit, yet it muft alfo 
be allowed there are feveral little circum(tances with 
regard to the outward manner, which are by no means 
without their ufe, and therefore are not to be defpifed. 
One of thefe is, Whenever you reprove, do it with 
great /erioufne/s ; fo that as you really are in earneit, 
you may likewife appear fo to be. A ludicrous reproof 
makes little impreilion, and is foon forgot. _ Befides, 
that many times it is taken ill, as if you ridiculed the 
perfon you reprove. And indeed thofe who are not ac- 
cuftomed to make jelts, do not take it well to be jeft- 
ed upon. One means of giving a ferious air to what 
you {peak, is as often as may be, to ufe the very words 
of {cripture. Frequently we find the word of Ged, 
even in a private converfation, has a peculiar energy: 
and the finner when he expetts it leaft, feels it harper 
than a two-edged fword. 

8. Yet there are fome exceptiors to this general rule 
of reproving ferioufly. There are fome exempt cafes, 
wherein, as a good judge of human nature obferves, 


Ridiculum acri fortius, 


A little well-placed raillery will pierce deeper than fo- 
lid argument. But this has place chiefly, when we have 
to do with thofe who are ltrangers to religion. And 
when we condefcend to give a ludicrous reproof toa 
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perfon of this character, it feems we are authoriftd fo 
to do, by that advice of Sclomon, Anfwer a fool accord. 
ing to his folly, left he be wife in his own eyes. 

9. The manner of the reproof may in other refpegts 
too, be varied according to the occafion. Sometimes 
you may find it proper to ufe many words, to exprefs 
your fenfe at large. At other times you may judge it 
more expedient, to ufe few words: perhaps a fingle 
fentence. And at others, it may be advifeable, to uf 
no words at all; but a gefture, a figh, or a look. Par. 
ticularly when the perfon you would reprove, is great- 
ly your fuperior. And frequently this filent kind of 
reproof will be attended by the power of God. And 
confequently haye a far better effect, than a long and 
laboured dilcourfe. | 

10. Once more. Remember the remark of Solomon, 
A word fpoken in feafon, how good if it? It is true, if 
you are providentially called to reprove’any one, whom 
you are not likely to fee any more, you are to {natch 
the prefent opportunity, and to {peak im /ea/on, or wut 
of feafon. But with them whom you have frequent op- 
portunities of feeing, you may wait for a fair occafion 


Here the advice of the poet has place. You may {peak 


Si validus, fi letus erit, fi denique pofctt : 


when he is in a good humour, or when he afks it ol 
you. Here you may catch the 


Mollia tempora fandi : 


the time when his mind is in a foft, mild frame. And 
then God will both teach you how to fpeak, and give 
a bleffing to what is {fpoken. 

a1. But here let me guard you againft one miftake. 
It paffes for an indifputable maxim, ‘‘ Never attempt 
to reprove a man when he is intoxicated with drink.” 
Reproof it is faid, is then thrown away, and can have 
no good effect. I dare not fay fo. 1 have feen mot a 
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few clear inftances of the contrary. Take one. Man 
years ago, pafling by a man, in Moorfelds, who was 
fo drunk, he could hardly ftand, I put a paper into his 
hand. He looked at it and faid, ** A word—a word 
to a drunkard—that is me=Sir, Sir! I am wrong—t 
know I am wrong—Pray let me talk a little with you.” 
He held me by the hand a full half hour. And I be- 
lieve he got drunk no more. 

12. I befeech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
do not defpife poor drunkards. Have compaflion on 
them. Be inftant with them, in feafon, and out of 
feafon! Let not fhame, or fear of men, prevent your 


pulling thefe brands out of the burning : _many of them 
are felf-condemned : 













































“ Nor do they not difcern the evil plight 
That they are in.” 






But they defpair! they have no hope of efcaping out 
of it. And they fink into it ftill deeper, becaufe none 
elfe has any hope for them! “ Sinners of ev ery other 
fort, faid a venerable old clergyman, haved frequent- 
ly known converted to God. But an habitual drunk- 
ard, I have never known converted.” But I have known 
five hundred, perhaps five thoufand. Ho! Art thou 
one, who readeft thefe words? Then hear thou the 
words of the Lord! I have a meilage from God unto 
thee, O finmer! Thus faith the Lord, Cait not away 
thy hope. I have not forgotten thee. He that tells 
thee, ** There is no help,” is a liar from the begin- 
ning. Look up! Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh aw ay the fin of the world! This day is falya- 
tion come to thy foul: only fee that thou defpifé not 
him that fpeaketh! Juft now he faith unto thee, ** Son, 
be of good cheer! Thy fins are forgiven thee!” 

13. ‘Laftly. You that are diligent i in this labour of . 
love, fee that you be not difcouraged although after 
you have ufed your beft endeavours, you fhould fee no 


prefent fruit. You have need of patience, and then af- 
Vor. Il. Pp 



















THE WISDOM OF GOD 


ter ye have done the will of God herein, the harveft wilt 
come. Never be «weary of well-doing : in due time ye frall 
reap if ye faint not. Copy after Abraham, who againgt 
hope, frill believed in hope. Caft thy bread upon the waters, 
and after many days thou fhalt find it again 

14. I have now only a few words to add, unto you 
my brethren, who are vulgarly called Methodifs. | 
never. heard or read of any contiderable revival of re. 
ligion, which was not attended wit) a fpirit of reproy. 
ing. F believe it cannot be otherwile ; for what is faith 
unlefs it worketh by love? Thus it was in every part of 
England, when the prefent revival of religion began 
about fifty years ago: all the fubjects of that revival, 
all the Methodifts, fo called, in every place, were re. 
provers of outward fin. And indeed fo are all, that 
being juftified by faith, have peace with God through Fefus 
Chrift. Such they are at firft: ard if they ufe that pre. 
cious gift, it will never be taken away. Come, breth- 
ren! In the name of God, let us begin again! Rich 
or poor, let us all arife as one man! And in any wife, 
let every man rebuke his neighbour, and not Suffer fin up- 
on him! then fhall all know, that we do not go a war. 
fare at cur own coft. Yea, God Shall blefs us, ana all the 
ends of the world fhall fear him. 


ee e2?>> > ene’ 


An Extrad from A Surver of the Wispom of Gon ia 
the Création. 


EContinued from page 253. | 
Of BIRDS. 


N amazing degree of natural inftinct, or under- 
ftanding, God has imparted to birds of pa/jage. 

They fly in troops, often in the form of a wedge, with 
the point foremoft, They fteer their courfe through 
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unknown regions without either guide or compals. 
And they are - peculiarly accommodated for their flight, 
by the itructure of their parts. 

In the act of migration, it is highly remarkable, 1, 
That they know (as the {cripture fpeaks) their appoint- 
ed times, when to come, when to go. Appointed by 
whom? Surely by the great Creator, who has imprint- 
ed on their nature an inclination, at fuch a time to fly 
from a place that would obftrué their generation, or 
not afford food for them and their young, and betake 
themfelves to another place, which will afford all that 
is wanting. 

It is highly : remarkable, 2. That they know whither 
to go, aud witich way to fteer their courfe! That they 
fhouid be dirested ye: rly to the fame place, perhaps toa 


little ifland, as.the Bafe in Edinburch-Frith. How come 


land-birds to venture over a vait ocean, of which they 
can fee no end? And how do they fteer their courle a- 
right to their leveral quarters, which before the com- 
pafs was invented, man hin ae! was not able to do? 
They could not potlibly f fee them at that diflance. Or 
if they could, what fhould aes or perfuade them that 
thar 12 nd is more proper for their purpofe than this? 
That Britain for inftance, fhould afford them better 
accomodations, than Egypt, than the Canaries, than 
Spain, or any other of the intermediate places: 

But it has been commonly fupp fed, chat feveral 
birds are of this number, becaule they dilappear in 
winter, nin am are not: Cuckoo, # ~~ iiffance, 
and Swaliows: { r neither of thele ever crofs the foas. 
Cuckoos lodge al n the winier in hollow trees, or ou her 
warm and convenient cavities. And Swallows have 
been found in va{t quantities, clung together in a lump, 
like fwarms of bees, but utterly cold and fenicich » even 
in ponds that have been cleaned out, hanging under 
the waiter. 

I know not how we can doubt of this fact, that 
Swallows have been found in winter, uuder 
clung together, attefted by men of umquefiuonable ve- 
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racity. And yet others affirm, that they have feen 
flights of Swallows crofling the fea in autumn. The 
truth feems to be this. There are fome {pecies of Swal. 
lows, which feek a warmer climate at the approach of 
winter, while others remain here in a temporary death, 
like the flies on which they feed. 

They have in Virginia a Martin like ours, only lar. 
ger, which builds in the fame manner. Col. Bacon 
obferved for feveral years, that they conftantly came 
thither upon the tenth of March. ‘Two of them always 
appeared a day or two before, hovering in the air, 
Then they went away, and {peedily returned, with the 
whole flock. 


The following feems to be a very rational account 
of moft of thofe that are really birds of paflage. 





When by the approach of our winter their food fails, 
birds of paflage are taught by inftinét to feek it elfe- 
where. Want of food feems to be the chief reafon of 
their migration. The length of their wings enables 
them to catch the flying infets, with which the air is 
ftored during the warm months. And moft Summer 
birds of paflage, feed on the wing upon fuch infects as 
are feen no more’ when winter comes. If it be con- 
fidered, how much of the globe ftill remains unknown, 
it is no wonder we are not yet acquainted with the 
places to which they retire. Probably they lie in the 
fame latitude in the fouthern hemifphere, as ‘thofe from 
whence they depart. 

As Swallows cannot bear fo much cold, as fome o- 
ther birds of paflage, they are conftrained to vifit us 
fomewhat later, and to depart fomewhat fooner. Some 
ftay a month after them. Probably many of them per- 
form their long journeys chiefly in the night. Lying 
on the deck of a floop on the north-fide of Cuba, I 
and the company with me heard three nights fucceflive- 
ly, flights of Rice-birds (their notes being plainly dif- 
singuithable) pafling over our heads northerly, which 
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is their direct way from the fouthern continent of A- 
merica, from whence they go yearly when the rice be- 
gins to ripen, and after growing fat, return back. 

There are alfo winter birds of paflage, which arrive 
here in autumn and go away in ipring, namely, the 
Fieldfare, Redwing, Woodcock, and Snipe. But the two 
latter fometimes {pend the whole year here. Whereas 
the two former conftantly at the approach of fummer, 
retire to more northern climates, where they breed and 
remain till at the return of winter, they return to us 
again. 

The winter food of thefe birds being berries and 
haws, which are far more plentiful here than in more 
northern regions, this is one reafon of their coming 
over: but the principal is, the feverity of the weather 
in thofe climates which nature teaches them to ex- 
change, for fuch as are more temperate. But why do 
they depart from us in the fpring? This {till remains 
amv ~~ the fecrets of nature. 












[To be continued. ] 
————-¢.¢:2: —_—_ 


An Extrad fram a aad from Aleppo to Ferufalem ; 
at Eafter, A. D. 16 97. 








By Henrr Mavnorecz, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Faélory at Aleppo. 


[Continued from page 257. | 


EDNESDAY, March 17. We faw what may 

be fuppofed to be the occafion of that opinion, 

which Lucian relates, concerning this river,* viz. That 
this {tream, at certain feafons of the year, efpecially 
about the feaft of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; which 


* Aponis. 


+ 
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the Heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind 
ef fympathy in the river, for the death of Adonis, 
who was killed by a wild boar in the mountains, out of 
which this ftream rifes. Something like this weln 
aftually come to pals; for the water was {tained toa 
furprifing rednefs; and, as we obferved in travelling, 
had difecloured the fea a great way into a reddith hue, 
occafioned doubtlefs by a fort of minium, or red earth, 
wafhed into the river by the violence of the rain, and 
mot by any ftain from Adonis’s blood. 

Thurfday, March :8. ‘The day éollow ing we {pent 
at Beroot; being credibly informed, that the river 
Damer, wh ich lay in our next flage, wae fo fwoln by 
the late rains, that it would be imj vaffal ub le. This place 
was called anciently Berytus ; from which the ido! Ba. 
al Berith is fuppoted to » have | ad its name. And after. 
wards being greatly eitcemed by Auguitus, had many 
privileges conferred wpon it; and together with them 
a new name, viz. ‘Fulia Uclix.n But at prefent, it ree 
tains nothing of its ancient felicity, except the fituati- 
on; and in that particular it is indeed very happy. It 
13 fected on the fea-fide, in a foil fertile and delightful, 

raifed only fo high 2 above the falt-water, as to be fecure 
from its overflowing 8, and other noxious and unwhole- 
fonie efieéts of that element. It has the benefit of good 
freth {prings owing down to it from the adjacent hills 
and difperied all over the city, in convenient and not 
enhandfome fountains. But befides thefe advantages 
of its fituation, it has at prefent nothing elfe to boatt 
of, 

The Emir Faccardine has his chief refidence in this 
place. He was in the reign of Sultan Morat, the 
fourth emir, ef prince of the Drufes; a people fup- 
poled to. have defcended from fome difperled remain- 
ders of thofe chriftian armies, that engaged in the crue 
fades,#for the recovery of the Holy Land: who after- 
wards, being totally routed, and defpairing of a re- 
turn to their native country, betook themfelyes to the 
mountains hereabout ; in which their defcendants*have 
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continued ever fince. Faccardine being prince of thefe 

people, was not aotgent ed to be penned up in the 
mountains; but by his power and artifice, enlarged 
his dominion down into the plain ail along the fza-c soaft 
as far as from this place to Aecra. At laft the grand feign- 
ior grown jealous ‘of fuch a growing power, drove the 
wild beaft back again to the mountai ns, from whence 
he had broke loo‘e; and there his pofterity retain their 
principality to this day. 

We twent to view the palace of this prince, which 
ftands on the north ealt part of the city. At the en- 
trance of it is a marble fountain, ot greets beauty 
than is ufuaily feen in Turkey. The palace wichin 
confilts of feveral courts, all now run much to ruin; 
or rather perhaps never finifhed. The ftabies, yards 
for horfes, dens for lions, and other favage creatures, 
gardens, &c. are fuch as would not be unworthy of 
the quality of a prince in chriilendom, were they 
wrought up to that perfection of which th ey are capa- 
ble, and to which they feem to have been defi; gned by 
their firft contriver. 

But the beit fight that this | a affords, and the 
worthielt to be remembered, he orange-garden. It 
contains a large quadrangular ground, divided 
into fixteen lefler fquares, four in a row, with walks 
between them. The waiks are thaded with orange 
trees, of a large fpreading fize, ané@ all of fo fine a 
growth, ‘both for ftem and hea: i, that one cannot imas 
gine any thing more perfect in this kind. They were, 
at the time when we were there, as it were, gilded 
with . uit hanging thicker upon them than ever [ jaw 
apples in England. Every one of thele fixteen lefler 
fquares in the earden was bersieae with (tone; and in 
the ftone-work were troughs very artificially contrived, 
for conveying the water ail over the gar. den: there be- 
ing little outlets cut at e\ very tree, for the ttreamy as it 
pailed by to flow out, and water it. Were this place 
under the cultivation of an Kaglif gardener, it is im- 
poflible any thing could be made more delighttul. Bue 


>. 
va 





























































































304 MAUNDRELL’s TRAVELS. 


thefe Hefperides were put to no better ufe, when wa 
faw them, than to ferve as a fold for fheep and goats ; 
infomuch that in many places they were up to the knees 
in dirt: fo little fenfe have the Turks of fuch refined 
delights as thefe; being a people generally of the 
eroffeft apprehenfion, and knowing few other pleafures 
but fuch fenfualities, as ate common to men and beats, 
On the eaft fide of this garden were two terrace-walks 
rifing one above the other, each of them having an af 
cent to it of twelve fteps. They had both feveral fine 
fpreading orange trees upon them, to make fhades in 
proper places. And at the north end they led into 
booths, and fummer-houfes, and other apartments very 
delightful; this place being defigned by Faccardine for 
the chief feat of his pleafure. 

It may perhaps be wondered, how this emir fhould 
be able to contrive any thing fo elegant and regular as 
this garden; feeing the Turkifh gardens are ufually no- 
thing elfe but a confufed mifcellany of trees, jumbled 
together without either knots, walks, arbours, or any 
thing of art or defign, fo that they feem like thickets 
rather than gardens. But Faccardine had been in Italy, 
where he had feen things of another nature, and knew 
well how to copy them in his own country. For in- 
deed it appears by thefe remains of him, that he mutt 
have been a man much above the ordinary level of a 
Turkifh genius. 

In another garden we faw feveral pedeftals for fta- 
tues; from whence it may be inferred, that this emir 
was no very zealous Mahometan. At one corner of the 
fame garden ftood a tower of about fixty feet high; 
defigned to have been carried to a much greater eleva- 
tion for a watch-tower, and for that end built with an 
extraordinary ftrength, its walls being twelve feet 
thick. From this tower we had a view of the whole 
city: amongift other profpects, it yielded us the fight 
of a large Chriftian church, and faid to have been at 
firft confecrated to St. john the Evangelift. But it be- 
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we could not be permitted to fee it, otherwife than 
at this diftance. Another church there is in the town, 
which feems to be ancient, but being a very mean fa- 
bric, is a ffered to remain ftill in the hands of the 
Greeks. We found it adorned with abundance of old 
pictures ; but that which appeared moft obfervable was 
a very odd figure of a faint, drawn at full length, with 
a large beard reachi: ag down to his feet. The curate 
gave us to underitand, that this was St. Niccphorus ; 
and perceiving that his beard was the chier object of 
our admiratio: l, he gratified us with the following re- 
lation concerning him, viz. That he was a perfon of 
the moft eminent virtues in his ti: ne; but his great 
misfortune was, that the endowments of _ his mined 
were not fet off with the ourward ornament of a beard: 
upon occafion of which defeét, he fell into a deep me- 
lancholy. The devil-taking the advantage of this 
prieft, promifed to give him that boon which nature 
had denied, in cafe he would comply with his fuggef- 
tions. ‘The beardlefs faint, though he was very defir- 
ous of the reward propofed, yet he would not purchafe 
it at that rate neither: but rejected the previous bribe 
with indignation, declaring refolutely, that he had ra- 
ther for ever defpair of his with than obtain it upon 
fuch terms. And at the fame time, taking in his hand 
the downy tuft upon his chin, to witnefs the ftability 
of his refolution (for he had it feems beard enouzh to 
handle) behold! as a reward for his conftancy, he 
found the hair immediately ftretch, with the pluck 
that he gave it. Whereupon finding it in fo good a 
humour, he followed the happy omen: and as young 
heirs, that have been niggardly bred, generally turn 
prodigals when they come to their eftates ; ; fo he never 
defifted from pulling his beard, till he had wiredrawn 
it down to his feet.—A little without this wall we 
law many granite pillars, and remnants of Mofaic 
floors; and in an heap of rubbith, feveral pieces of 
polifhed marble, fragments of Ratues. and other poor 
Q4q 
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relicks of this city’s ancient magnificence. On the 
fea fide is an old ruined caftle, and fome remains of 
a {mall mole. 


[ To be continued. | 
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Of the InguysrrTron. 


[Continued from page 260. | 


i any one is fo fortunate as to efcape, by fhewing 
tokens of repentance; and by confeflion avoids the 
difmal confequence of being delivered up to the fecular 
arm ; he is not permitted to go fcot-free: he is fure of 
fuch punifhment as the heinoufnefs of his crime will 
authorife the inquifitors to inflict upon him. 

This abjuration, which alfo includes a promife of 
fubmiflion to all penances the inquifition fhall think 
proper to lay upon them, is followed by various forts 
of punifhments. Some are confined during life ina 
dark, difmal prifon, and allowed nothing better than 
bread and water ; debarred from the intercourfe or cor- 
refpondence of every one, and treated with all forts of 
cruelty. Others are ftripped of all their fortune, and 
committed flaves to the gallies for life, or a term of 
years; and then banifhed, under pain of death fhould 
they again vifit their native foil; or whipped, &c. And 
the cOmmon punifhment of all heretics, is the confil- 
cation of all their effects. Which confifcation is made 
with fuch rigour that the inquifition orders the exche- 
quer. to feize on all effects entrufted to, or nego- 
tiated by the prifoner, as well as thofe which are his 
own property. 

When a criminal has conftancy enough to refift all 
the inquifitorial arts, and is determined to die rather 
than accufe himfelf of what has been unjuftly laid to 
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his charge; or is obftinate and perfevering in Judaifm, 
kc. he is guilty of death. But if he-has never been 
under the like condemnation, nor undergone any of 
the penitential punifhments by order of the inquifition, 
the holy office values itfelf much upon fhewing mercy to 
the condemned perfon, if he can be wrought upon 
even after fentence has paffed, to confefs. ‘This was 
the particular cale of that rich merchant, Lewis Pezoa, 
native of Genoa, who-with his whole family had been 
accufed of fecret Judaifm, by fome of his enemies, and 
who with his wife, two fons, and one daughter, and fome 
other relations that lived with him, were all thrown 
into the prifon of the inquifition. He denied the crime, 
and well refuted it, and demanded that the witnefles 
might be difcovered to him, that he might convict them 
of falfehood: but he could obtain nothing, and was 
condemned to be delivered over to the arm of the fe- 
cular court; which fentence was made nown to him 
fifteen days before it was pronounced. The Duke of 
Cardaval, an intimate friend of the Duke d’ Aveira, 
inquifitor-general, had made ftri€t enquiry how this af- 
fair was like to turn; and underftanding that unlefs he 
confefled before his going out of prifon, he could not 
efcape the fire, becaufe he had been legally convicted ; 
the duke continued to intreat the inquifitor-general till 
he had obtained a promife, that if Pezoa would -con- 
fefs, even after fentence was pronounced, and his pro- 
ceflion in the ad of faith, he thould not die, though it 
was contrary to the laws and cultoms of an ac? of faith. 
Upon that folemn day, therefore, he went with fome 
of his own friends, and fome that were Pezoa’s, to pre- 
vail with him, if poffible, to confefs. He came out in 
the proceflion, wearing the infamous Samarre, and ow 
his head the Caroch, or infamous Mitre; his friends, 
with many tears, befought him, in the name Of the 
Duke de Cardaval, and by all that was dear to him, 
that he would preferve his life; and intimated, that if 
he would confefs and repent, the faid duke had obtain- 
ed his life; and would give him more than he had loft, 
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but in vain: Pezoa continually protefting himfelf inno. 
¢ent. 

When the proceflion was ended, and the a of faith 
almoft finifhed, the fentences of thofe condemned to 
certain penances having been read; and the fentences 
of thofe who were to be delivered over to the fecular 
court being begun to be read, his friends repeated their 
intreaties, by which at laft they overcame his conftancy; 
fo that defiring an audience, and rifing up that he might 
be heard, he faid, Come iin, let us go and confefs the 
crimes I am falfely accufed of, and thereby gratify ‘the dé 
fire of my friends. And having confefled his crime, he 
was remanded to prifon. Two years after he was fent 
to Eoora, and in the af of faith walked in the procel- 
fion, wearing the Samarre, on which was painted the 
fire inverted ; and after five years more that he was de. 
tained in the prifon of the inquifition, he was con. 

demned to the gallies for five more. 


[To be continued. ] 
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The fureft and fafeftWar of Turirine. 






[Extracted from a late Author. ] 






{Continued from page 264. | 









GAIN, Eeclef. xi. 1, Caf thy bread upon the wa- 
ters, for thou shalt find it after many days. By 
bread i is here meant all things neceflary for the fupport 

" of men’s lives. And by cafting their bread upon the 

waters, is meant their giving freely of that which they 

have for the relief of the poor, whole watry eyes dif- 
cover their neceflity. And though that which thou 
beftoweft on them, may feem to be as clearly caft away, 

es that which is caft into the fea, where there is 20 
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likelihood of receiving it again, becaufe to thofe who 
can no ways recompenfe thee, yet thou fhalt find it af- 
ter many days, if thou beftoweft thine alms with a fin- 
cere heart, it fhall not be loft, but certainly returned 
into thy bofom with increafe. 

Further, the Lord faid by the prophet, Ifaiah lviii. 
7, 8, &e. If thou deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
bring the poor that are caft out, to thy houfe, and when 
thou feeft the naked, if thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thyfelf from thine own flesh, by turning thy 
face from him; then (fee what a gracious promile fol- 
lows) fhall thy light break forth as the morning; then 
fhall the night of thine adverfity be difpelled, and the 
day-fpring of thy profperity break forth as the morn- 
ing light ; and thy righteoufnefs fhall go before thee, the 
fruit and reward of thy charity fhall be vifible to all ; 
the glory of the Lord fhall be thy rere-ward, the God 
of glory fhall by his power and providence, both go 
before thee, and follow thee with his blefling. And 
ver. 10, If thou draw out thy foul to the hungry, and 
fatisfy the afflicted foul, afford that hearty relief unto 
him which fhall fatisfy his neceflity, then fhall thy light 
rife in obfcurity, thy adverfity fhall be turned into prof- 
perity. And the Lord Shall guide thee continually, and 
fatisfy thy foul in drought ; as thou didit fatisfy the poor 
man’s foul by fupplying his ‘wants, fo the Lord will 
fupply thee with a fufficiency in the greateft dearth ; 
and make fat thy bones, and thou fhalt be as a watered 
garden, and a fpring of water, whofe waters fail not ; 
an emblem of a flourifhing and profperous eftate, which 
doth ufually follow, and accompany merciful men. 

Our blefied Saviour alfo, Matt. xix. 29. promifeth 
that fuch as for his fake fhall, in this or any other way 
part with their eftates, or any part or portion of them, 
Jeall receive a hundred fold here, and inberit cterna! 
life. Were in this lite he fhall have the return of a 
hundred fold, which many chriftians have found true 
in their own experience, and with thankfulnefs to God 
have acknowledged. 
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And what variety of expreffions doth our Saviour 
ufe in Luke vi. 38, to affure us of a large reward here 
of all our labour of love, fhewed to his minifters and 
members ? Give, faith he, and it fhall be given to you 
again, good meafurc, preffed down, and fhaken together, 
and running over. For your encouragement unto this 
duty of giving to the poor, our Saviour firft annexeth 
a general promife, Give, and it fhall be given to you 
again. Where he giveth you a note of his hand, that 
you fhall be no lofer by what you give to his poor, 
but fhall be repayed, and that with advantage, as the 
following words declare, 2%u fhall have good meafure, 
preffed down, fhaken sogether, and running over. We 
account it good meafure, when it is heaped up; but 
when it is not only heaped up, but prefed down, that 
is more; but when it is heaped up, prefled down, and 
running over, who will not fay, that this is good mea- 
fure indeed? Yet thus God deals with merciful men; 
they fhall have mercies and bleflings, Aeaped up, preffed 
down, and running over. How truly then may I take 
up the words of the Pfalmift, Bleféd is he that con- 
fidereth the poor: he thall not only be bleffed, but he 
fhall have bleflings heaped up, and running over / which 
the apoftle St. Paul exprefleth very emphatically by the 
fimilitude of reaping and fowing, 2 Cor. ix. 6, He that 
foweth fparingly, fhall reap fparingly ; but he which fow- 
‘eth bountifully, Jhail reap bountifully. As men fow, fo 
fhall they reap ; the more liberally they give to good 
ufes, the more bountifully they fhall receive from God: 
they fhall find a plentiful harveit, as the fruit of all 
their cofts and pains. Dr. Hammond in his Praétical Ca- 
techifm, quoting thefe words of the apoftle, He that fow- 
eth bountifully fhall reap bountifully, addeth this glofs, * By 
reaping bountifully, I conceive is meant, not only God’s 
abundant retributions of glory in another world, but 
even his payments of temporal plenty, and bleffings here, 
to thofe who have been willing to make that chriftian ufe 
of that earthly talent committed to their ftewardthip.” 

[ To be continued. | 
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An Account of Mr. SILAS TOLD. 


[Written by Himfclf.] 






[Continued from page 270.] 
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NF. day I accompanied king Arigo on fhore for 
the benefit of my health (as the captain had al- 
moft put an end to my life) and continued there for 
the fpace of fix weeks, and flept with the king’s fon, 
prince Arigo, during the fame. One morning I was 
fuddenly feized with a racking pain in my head. I 
acquainted the queen, in Moorith, with the caufe of 
my indifpofition ; fhe informed his black majefty there- 
with, who ordered me fome ** doctor,” as they term 
it, On this about half a dozen of his ladies took me. 
into a back yard, and {tripping me quite naked, even 
to my fkin, fat me on a joint-ftool, and gave me fome 
yabba (or water) with a cloth to dry myfelf. I could 
not conceive what they purpofed to do with me, as the 
elder lady invented divers ftratagems to get me into 
a ftudious frame of mind. When they perceived me 
quite fixed, looking at my feet, and apprehending they 
were about to wath them w ith ‘the hot water, fuddenly 
the female prefident, fnatched the cloth from out ot 
the water, and threw it directly in my face, which 
ftartled me to fuch a degree, that it effectually remoy- 
ed the pain in an inftant. Here I penetrated their 
maxims in performing the cure. However, in about 
an hour’s time my pain revifited my head with greater 
violence than before ; and I informed the queen that 
Ihe was obagona, or my head was very bad. She then 
told his majefty that my diforder was returned, who 
ftraightway collected his grandymen together, and they 
carried me to the fummit of a certain hill (the accli- 
vity whereof muft be impoflible for ftrangers to fur- 
mount) on the right hand fide of which was fituated 
the King’s palaver-houfe, or place erected for their 
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heathenifh worfhip. They took with them a dog, and 
about one hundred roots, called yams.. When [ en. 
tered the houfe, I was ftruck with uncommon amaze. 
ment at the fight of forty or fifty men’s heads hanged 
round this palaver-houfe. Here I was inexpreflibly ter. 
tified, as I had received a very pious and chriftian 
education ; fo that their diabolical and grofs proceed. 
ings created great horror upon my foul. At length 
they commenced the ufual facrifice to their gods ; dur. 
ing which, one of the fenior characters, who fignalized 
himfelf by a fcimeter at his fide, drew it, took the dog 
before-mentioned, laid it on the floor, and at one blow 
cut off its head. He then pulled the tongue out of its 
mouth, faftened it between its teeth, and inftantly 
came and touched my forehead, checks, chin, and 
every joint, with the dog’s tongue. 

The King finding thefe means to be ineffectual, pro- 
ceeded further, and directed fome of his people to 
fprinkle the duit with a quantity of palm wine, and to 
lead me through a tracklefs defert down to the hip, 
conceiving the wine (as there was no water to be had) 
might create a path to the fea-fhore. After this, Prince 
Arigo, hailed the fhip, which lay at a fmall diftance 
from land, and defired them to fend the boat on fhore. 
Accordingly it was done, and when I came on board, 
Tucker, with a grim countenance, and horrid exprel- 
fions, alked me what ailed me? | replied, that I had 
a {trong fever on me. Then, faid he, I will foon cure 
you ; fo he went and brought his horfe-whip, and al- 
though I was extremely fick, he whipt me unmerciful- 
ly! Yet, however, his medicine did not perform the 
cure, but heightened my fever, fo that 1 was nearly 
brought to the gates of death ; yet God raifed me up 
again. Upon our arrival at St. Thomas, the European 
woman, which Tucker brought out from England, 
dying in a fhocking manner, was fewed up in a ham- 
moc, and thrown overboard with a bag of ballaft at 
her feet. 
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I cannot but give one more inftance of the barbari- 
ty of this captain (as a more bloody and inhuman ac- 
tion furely never was perpetrated by an Englifhman.) 
One of our black flaves, through a violent ficknefs was 
worn to a mere fkeleton': and as he could not eat 
his allowance, the favage (Tucker) invented a fcheme 
to compel him to eat, and laid to his charge that he 
was fulky. However, he could not eat. Upon this 
the captain called for his cabin-boy, Robin, to bring 
him his horfe-whip. He did fo, and Tucker began 
lathing the poor, fick man till, I firmly believe, from 
his neck to his ancles, there was nothing to be feen 
but blood and wounds. ‘The poor creature made no 
kind of refiftance, nor fpoke one word. This highly 
incenfed our blood-thirfty devil ; fo that he went {till , 
farther, and told him in Negrtoith, he would trickeravoo 
him. ‘The poor flave anfwered, ‘* Adomma,”’ which 
fignifies, ** So be it.”” - By this-time the captain’s din- , 


} ner was ready under the awning of the quarter-deck ; 


he left the man in fhocking agonies, bleeding and groan- 
ing on the forecaftle ; came to his dinner like a hog, 
and eat without fear or fhame. After he had dined, 
he called for John Lad, and ordered him to get two 
ammunition piftols well loaded with ball; then called 

for Robin, the cabin-boy, to bring them forward, ° 
which when done, he left his table, and ordered John 
Lad to follow him, which he accordingly did with one 
piitol in each hand. They both went forward on the 
main-deck ; the poor object fat with his back againit 
the larboard-gunnel of the fhip. » Then Tucker, with 
a virulent grin, pointing one of the piftols to him, 
told him it would kill him. The man replied as be- 
fore, ‘* Adomma.”’ Upon this the captain applied the 
mouth of the piftol to the middle-of his forehead, 
and fired. The man inttantly clapped his hands to his 
head, one behind, and the other before, and ftared 
the captain in the face, the blood gufhing from his 
forehead, yet he did not fall. Tucker then turning to 
Joha Lad, with a blafphemous oath faid, * This will 
Vor. IL Rr 
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not kill him ;”’ and immediately clapped another to 
his ear, and fired that alfo ; nor did he drop even then! 
At laft the captain ordered John Lad to fire another 
through his heart, which being done, he then dropped 
down dead. All the men ilaves, in confequence of this 
uncommon murder, rofe upon the fhip’s company, 
with full purpofe to flay us all; but we nimbly betak. 
ing ourfelves to the cannons, pointed them through a 
bulk-head that parted the main and quarter-deck; 
which, when they perceived, the greater part of them 
ran down between decks, and the remainder jumped 
overboard, and were all drowned, fave one or two 
which, with the afliftance of the boat, we refcued from 
the violence of the fea. At length we arrived at Bar. 
badoes, when captain Tucker’s notorious conduct was 
reprefled in fome meature. Yet, on his leaving that 
ifland, he renewed his former cruelties ; but did not 
exercife them on me with that degree of feverity a 
before. 
[To be continued. } 
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The Charaéler of the late JOHN THORNTON, Ef. 


[From an anonymous Writer. ] 
[Concluded from page 274. } 


NDEED it may be added, that the expenfes, even 
of benevolent men are fo much governed by the 
fafhions and cuftoms of the world, that they are great- 
ly cramped even in following the di&tates of their own 
hearts. But the excellency of religion appears con- 
fpicious in this alfo: for it releafes men from the fer- 
vile fubjeGion to the humours and opinions of mankind, 
and forbids.the ufual emulation in fuperfluous expen!- 
es: it fupplies a fund, by which that fpirit of philan- 
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thropy, which true piety always increafes, may be large- 
ly gratified ; and which being once gratified, will fel- 
dom fail to become {till more expanfive. 

Having made thefe obfervations upon the moft pub- 
lic and popular part of Mr. Thornton’s character, I 
would mention, as a fecond peculiarity, his exact at- 
tention to religious duties. Men of inconfiderate minds 
are apt to conceive, that fuch ftri¢tnefs has little or no 
connection with the exercife of beneficence: not know- 
ing that the love of God, always promotes the love 
of our neighbour alfo. The perfon, of whom we 
fpeak, fpent much of his time, efpecially during the 
latter part of his life, im retiremeft, and religious ex- 
ercifes: the Lord’s day was appropriated to thefe ufes, 
and entirely refcued from the avocations of ceremoni- 
ous vifits, and even of common hofpitality. He found 
much pleafure in public worfhip, and in family religi- 
on: and having once contracted thofe habits, which 
feem ftiff and fingular at the firft; he afterwards ad- 
hered to them, when he found that they tended to im- 
prove his heart, to eftablifh his faith, to promote the 
enjoyment of life, and to comfort him in his declining 
years, and in the profpec of his approaching diffolution. 
Nor could it be expected, that he, who employed himfelf 
fo much in diftributing bibles, and in propagating 
chriftianity in diftant nations; fhould neglect the religi- 
ous inftruction of his own houfehold ; or that he fhould 
endure that thofe habits of irreligion, which are fo 
cenerally difregarded in fervants, fhould be contraét- 
ed and continued in his own view, and within the 
é {phere of his own immediate influence. 

He was alfo exact and punctual in the private exer- 
cifes of the clofet: he daily read the facred feriptures 
with great reverence and attention: and he adhered to 
rules, which he had formed for himfelf, from a delib- 
erate confideration of their importance; but, at the 
fame time, he avoided obfervation, or the affectation 
of aufterity. His meals were early, regular, and tem- 
perate; and his life retired, when compared with that 

















316 CHARACTER OF JOHN THORNTON, Esq. 


of moft men, in the fame fituation in fociety: he was 
entirely a ftranger to the ordinary pleafures and amufe. 
ments of the world; nor was he accuftomed to confult 
his own eafe or indulgence, in any particular; yet his 
cheerfulnefs was noticed by all who converfed with 
him, and he habitually appeared well fatisfied and hap. 
py- His fear of alienating his time from more impor. 
tant ufes, rendered him, on fome occafions, apparent. 
ly too averfe to go into almoft any company. But 
where the motive was fo good, and the ufe made of 
time thus redeemed, was fo worthy of imitation ; fure. 
ly this may be miniioned to his commendation, rather 
than as a failing ; efpecially, as it increafed only with 
his advancing years, and evidenced a mind more and 
more occupied with the thoughts of that blefled world, 
into which he expected foon to be removed. 

His unaffected and deep humility may be confidered 
as another diftinguifhing feature of his character. His 
liberality, his ufeful induftry, and his piety; though 
he was zealous and abundant in them all, appeared not 
to himielf in any degree meritorious ; nay, he was con- 
vinced, that in every refpect, he fell fhort of his boun- 
den duty, and was entirely dependent on the mercy 
of God in Chrift Jefus for the pardon of his fins, and 
for final acceptance and felicity.—In truth, he eftimat- 
ed his own character and conduct, by comparing them 
with the {trait rule of the divine law, and not with 
the crooked principles and practices of the world : for 
he confidered himfelf, and all the race of men, as be- 
ing naturally in a {tate of apoftacy from God, and ex- 
ceedingly prone to evil; and he was very earnett in 
{fpreading this opinion, as a fundamental dottrine of 
the fcriptures. 

Our attention fhould next be dire&ted to the com- 
pofed manner in which this honoured and ufeful fer- 
vant of God, looked forward to the approach of death. 
Though he was in general healthy, and of a good 
conititution; yet for a long time before he died, he 
was fenfible that he grew old, and often fpake of his 
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agarnefs to the eternal world, with a ferenity that fhew- 
ed fuch reflections to be familiar, and even fatisfactory 
to him: and when indeed it became evident that the 
folemn feafon was arrived, there was no occafion to 
conceal his real fituation from him. He confidered his 
ficknefs as a fummons from his gracious Lord, and 

calmly prepared to comply with it: being furrounded 
by his children, and recommending them and their’s 
to the blefling of that God and Saviour, whom he had 
trufted, and with whom he had walked; recommend- 
ing to them his fervice and falv ation, and then ange 
refigning his fpirit into his gracious hands; he put 
many in remembrance of dying Jacob, blefling his 
twelve fons, and then yielding up the ghoft :—and the 
impreflion made upon the minds of thofe who beheld 
the tender, inftructive, folemn, and animating fcene, 
will probably not foon be effaced. ‘* Mark the perfeé& 
man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man 
is peace.” 


D> >» ——_ 


To the Editor of the Methodif{( Magazine. 





Strafburg, March 27th, 1798. 


AS the fadden and permanent change which is fometimes effeéted 
in men by the grace of God, tends to fix the lie on infidelity, and 
raife in pious minds fentiments of love and gratitude to the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift, for fo great a falvation—I prefent 
you with the experience of Mr. Simon Miller, written by himfelf: 
to which I have added a fhort account of him from the time of his 
being received as an itinerant, to that of his death, including near- 
ly four years. T. W. 











The Experience of Mr. Simon Mrrzer, a Deacon in the 
Methodift Epifcopal Church, who deparied this Life on 
the 2d of September, 1794. 


WAS born on the fifth of December, in the year 


of our Lord one thoufapd feven hundred and fixty- 
three. 
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My father, who poflefled a confiderable property, 
lived in the ftate of Pennfylvania, where I was born, 
and was held in good repute amongft his neighbours. 

My mother was fuppofed to be very pious, but being 
removed from this world while I was in my third year, 
I received no advantage from her piety, for grace js 
not hereditary. When I was in my tenth year, my 
father was alfo removed to a world of fpirits, and ] 
was left in a world of fin, without any one to caution 
me againft the allurements of vice, or direct me in the 

\. paths of virtue. Being deprived of my parents, I was 
« placed with one of my filters, where I continued till | 
arrived at the age of fifteen. During this time I had 
many gracious impreflions, but foon loft them, as has 
been the cafe with many more matured by age than | 
was, who with me have pierced themfelves through 
with many forrows: for it is in an early period of our 
life we generally lay a foundation for much mifery or 
happinels. As for me I not only laid a foundation for 
future wretchednefs, but rendered myfelf unhappy in the 
morning of my days, by finning againft God : for there 
was a flavifh fear almoft continually refting on my mind, 
arifing from a fenfe of having frequently offended my 
heavenly Parent, which rendered the thoughts of death 
and judgment terrible to me.—God, fays one, Speaket? 
Once, Yeu, twice—yet man perceiveth it not; ina dream, 
in a vifton of the night, when deep fleep falleth on men, 
in flumberings on the ie dente n he openeth the ears of men, 
and fealeth inftruétion ; and thus he dealt with me, for 
my imagination was frequently terrified by dreams and 
vifions of the night: and, indeed, he madey@f® of ma- 
ny terrible as well as gentle means»to teal inftruction 
on my mind, but I perceived not hispgracious intenti- 
on, or refuled to be initructedy = -* 

One day the thoughts of death (with which I was 
frequently troubled) refted with peculiar weight on 
my mind; I felt difpofed to be alone, and accordingly 
retired to an upper room. The fun fhone bright, and 
fearce a cloud was to be feen in the fky. But while I 
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was looking from one of the windows, a darknefs ap 
peared at a great diftance, but in a few minutes it came 
fo near that it feemed as if | could touch it with my 
hand ; and fuddenly all was darknels. My furpriie was 
fo great that my bodily as well as mental powers were 
quite fufpended, and I fell backward on a bed which 
{tood near me, as one dead. How long I continued 
in a ftate of infenfibility | cannot tell, but when I re- 
covered from it, my mind was full of terror, and what 
to make of it 1 knew not. ‘The awful fcene I then 
pafled through, whether it was real or imaginary, left 
ferious impreflions on my mind, which, for a tame, 
made me afraid to fin; but thefe impreflions did not 
laft long :. my companions foon drew me off from fe- 
rioufnels, and I became as fond of fin as ever. 

The family where I refided were of the fame mind 
with me, for we rofe in the morning and went to our 
work and our folly, and neither knew nor defired to 
know any thing better than the good things this world 
could afford: we lived without prayer, and in that tef- 
pect refembled our neighbours. However, wicked as 
I was,.1 joined a people called Menonifts. The princi- 
ples of thefe people are good, but I fear their religion, 
at this day, confifts chiefly in plainnefs of drefs and 
getting money. 

I now went to live with my eldeft brother, who, at 
that time, loved gambling and all:manner of {ports. 

Here I entered into new fcenes, and readily embrac- 
ed every opportunity of indulging myfelf in finful plea- 
fure; my confcience foon became feared; I run inte 
all manner of vice, and felt little or no remorfe. Da- 
vid’s delight was in the law of God, but mine was to 
pleafe myfelf and a finful world, and by fo doing I 
gained the love of many, and-was generally foremolt 
on the road to ruin. St. Paul had learned in whatever 
{tate he was, therewith to be content; but I was reft- 
tefs in every ftate, and in hopes of fomething new, I 
tefolved on a feafaring life, but the Lord prevented it. 
On a vifit to Little York, where fomte of my relations 
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refided, I faw her who foon after became my wife. Shé 
poffeffed many amiable qualitics, and we were happy 
together. 

My father being a farmer, I was brought up to the 
fame bufinefs. He left me a farm of confiderable value, 
but this rendered me more a child of the devil than jt 
is likely I fhould otherwife have been, for all the pro. 
fits of my farm | confumed at cards and other diaboli- 
cal divertions: but God was ftill propitious to me; he 
reflected light on my mind, and fhewed me the way [ 
was in led down to hell. 1 frequently refolved on a. 
mending my ways—entered into the moft folemn en. 
gagements to forfake my companions, cards, and griev- 
ous fins, but I kept them not. The Lord unwilling | 
fhould perifh, ftill followed me with conviétion, and 
made my life bitter. The avenger of blood purfued 
me night and day, and J began to think of flying to 
fome place of refuge, but in the blindnefs and igno- 
rance of my foul, I only fled from profanenefs to par- 
tial morality. Had there been any one to take me by 
the hand or point me out the way, I might have efcaped 
to the kingdom of grace, but, alas, the people with 
whom I was connected were blind; they had a form 
of godlinefs, but the power they did not know, or nes 
glected to teach it; and a greater curfe can hardly be- 
fal a man, than to be connected with a people who 
know not God, or that cannot diftinguifh between the 
form and the power of godlinefs. 

All I aimed at was to diveft myfelf of thofe habits 
of vice which wafted my fubftance, and madé my con- 
fcience uneafy, for that change of heart which is ne- 
ceflary to make a chriftian, and without which no man 
can be faved, I knew nothing of. As cards had been 
my darling vice, I refolved to begin with them, and 
play no more. "But alas for my ignorance! although 
1 would not play, I was with, and {cored for thofe who 
did ; but I could not long reft here: the Lord thewed 
me, by fo doing I was a partaker with them in their 


fins: fo I ref folved to aflemble with them no more, 
ary 
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began to think all was well: but partial as my good- 
nefs was, I could not long retain it; my companions 
drew me again into fin, though I could no longer en- 
joy it. , 

About this time a man who lived with mé¢, got un- 
der fome concern about his foul. We ufed to read the 
bible together, and our conclufions were, if the bible 
be true, we are on the road to hell. What it was to 
repent, and be converted, we could not tell; and 
finding none but fuch could be faved, we were filled 
with terror, and began to pray; but having no one 
to ftrengthen our hands, we foon grew carelels again. 

Going ote day to Strafburg, in order to tranfact 
fome bufinefs, I was prevailed with to take a game at 
cards, and confenting to take one game, I was ealily 
prévailéd om,to take another; by this time I caught the 
{pirit of the cOmpany, and devoted the whole night to 
cards and wine.—In the morning I went home with a 
heart full of fhame and forrow; conviétion like a barb- 
ed arrow faftened in my bleeding heart, and I began to 
fear it would never be extracted. The thoughts of death 
prefled hard upon me—that I mult die, mut dic, and 
that fhortly, and go to hell, to hell—kept running in 
my mind continually. I knew I had broken the molt 
folemn engazements, and the devil perfuaded me it was 
all over, that God would no more be gracious to me, 
and I believed him. Thus depréffed in fpirit, I came 
home, and my wife looked: very forrowful at me; I 
begged her not to fcold me, though it was what fhe 
had never done, confefied to her I led a bad life, was 
forry for it, and believed God would not long duffer 
me to abule his goodnefs, but would cut me off from 
among the living; at this fhe burlt into tears, and ins 
deed we both wept bitterly, and cried to the Lord for 
help. ae this dejected fiate | continued for fome time, 
till a thought came into my mind, if-f could pray one 
right, prayer, God would paadon all my fins. This 
thought was the in{piration of heaven, for as foon as 
I began? calling on him, he anfwered me to the joy of 
Vor. Il. Sf if 
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my heart. All trouble was in a moment gone, my 
ica. was filled with inexpreflible fweetnefs and ardent 
love to my Almighty Deliverer. Earth as well as 
heaven feemed filled with the glory of God: |, felt 
him in all my powers, and faid, Though thou waft an. 
gry with me, thy anger is turned away, and now thon 
conj.rtj? me. %n this happy frame of mind, all things 
feemed eafy to me; it fweetened all my domettie la. 
bours, freed me from impatience and difcontent, and 
afforded me more happinefs in one day, than all I had 
known before. 

To complete my happinefs my bofom friend was 
deeply engaged with God too; but alas! my happinels 
did not continue long. Was there ever fo unftable a 
foul as mine? 

Having again fome bufinefs at Strafburg, ! fell ia 
with, or was rather hunted by, fome of my old com. 
panions—and dreadful enemies they proved to me. 
One came to me firft, and afked me, what the matter 
was that I looked fo pale? I teld him I had not been 
well for fome time paft; he advifed me to drink a bot. 
tle of claret every day, and it would cure me. Whe- 
ther the folemniiy of my appearance difcouraged him, 
or what, ‘he foon left me, and another came, whom 1 
loved much, and invited me to take part of fome fifh 
which he had caughi and ordered to be dreffed at a 
public houfe. In aievil hour I confented, and went, 
apprehending no danger, being in a great degrce igno- 
rant of the devices of Satan. 

As foon as we entered the inn, my feducer called 
for bottle of wine, and brought fome of it to me 
At firft I refufed to drink, but he preffed me till] 
ielded, and was foon overcome. After we had dined 
and drank freely, the company made a match at fives, 
and although I was quite uneafy, I could nog refule 
to play, for my ftrength was gone. We went into the 
ball-alley, but I had itruck the ball but a few times, 
before 1 was feized with fuch horrorof foul, that D¢euld 
hardly fupport the anguith I felt. The palenef$ of death 
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painted on my countenance, betrayed me to the coms 
pany, and when they began to enquire what the mat- 
ter was, I told them I was fick : and fick indeed I was; 
for fin, like deadly poifon, had extinguifhed the life of 

race in my foul—an awful chill pervaded my whole 
Fe. and trembling feized me; fo that I refembled 
the unhappy Belfhazzar, who in the midit of his drun- 
ken, caroufing companions was informed by the myf- 
terious writing on the wall, that the hand of God was 
againft him. Deftitute of all comfort, 1 quitted the com- 
pany and went towards home faying, 


‘© Ah! where am I now? 
Wen was it or how 
That I fell from my heaven of grace ? 
I am brought into thrall, 
I am ttr pp’: of my all, . 
I am banith’d from Jefus’s face.” 


All this time I had no one to whom] could freely open 
my mind. My brother and his wife had embraced re- 
ligion, but they were Methodifts; and the floods of 
lies, contempt, and ridicule which were calt on that 
people made me afraid to go near them ; fo that I ftuck 
clofe to the church of my forefathers, attended meet- 
ings, and, when there, wou!d frequently be bathed in 
tears: my wife would alfo weep@pith me, and we were 
both noticed, but there was none to comfort us. 

The Methodilis preached at my brother’s, but the 
cry was, They are the falfe prophets. The change 
which had taken place in my brother and his wife was 
very remarkable, and would fometimes alinoft remove 
my prejudice and fears, and I would refolve to hear for 
myfelf; but the devil and profeffors, would foon blow 
up my prejudice and fears again, fo I kept at a diftance 
both from them and God. 

My brother and his wile, having fought and found God 
themfelves, were concerned for us, and would have 
periuaded us to hear thofe men, whofe preachins had 
been bleffed to their fouls ; but they could not prevail 
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with me. I thought my father’s religion was as good 
as any, : and was offended with the Methodifts for fend. 
ing 2ii to hell but themfelves ; for this avas what I had 
been told they did; and it was not in their power to 
change my opinion, though I had nothing but hearfay 
to found it on, and that from a very Seeded quar- 
ter—But prejudice is blind. 
However they were more fuccefsful with my wife; 

fhe was foon perfuaded to hear the Methodift preach. 


‘ers, and it was not long before fhe could rejoice in 
‘God her Saviour, and would frequently tell’ me of the 


happinefs fhe found in God, and amongft his people; 
but nothing could move me: fo fhe went to the Me. 
thodifts, and I to the Menonifts. All this time 1 was 
very miferable, deftitute of peace, and unable to en- 
joy@iny thing. Stubborn as Pwas, the Methodifts fre. 
quently vifited and prayed with us; and at laft I told 
them my houfe was free to all that feared God; and 
from that time, I began to feel a change in my affec- 
tions towards the Methodifts, accompanied my wife to 
their preaching, drank in the dottrine they preached, 
and believed it to be the truth. Two years had now 
elapfed fince my fall, during which time I was the 
moft unhappy © mortals : all nature wore a gloomy 
afpect, each hour through the day was tedious and 


» taflelefs, and at night my imagination was frequently 


fo terrified by dreams, that 1 dreaded the idea of going 
to bed. In the morning I might fay with the reverend 
Dr. Young, 


Di 
# 

I wake, emerging from the fea of dreams, 

Tumultuous, where my wreck’d defponding thoughts, 

From wave to wave of fancy’d mifery, 

At random drove, her helm of reafon loft : 

Tho’ now reftor’d, is only change of pain— 

(A bitter change) feverer for fevere ; _—s 

The day too fhert for my difrefs, and night, "alll 
Even in the zenith of her dark domain, ma 
Is funfhine to the colour of my fate. 
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After paffing through one dreadful night, in which 
my frighted imagination run over all that was terrible, 
I awoke trembling, and began, though in much con- 
fufion, to call on the Lord for mercy. He was pleafed 
once mofe to.aflord me fome relief, and I again re- 
folved to be,more engaged to fave my foul. Under 
the/e impreffions, | went into the woods and fields, 
wandering from place to place, feeking reft; and God 
was pleafed to,aflord me fome eafe of mind. I now 
prayed from five to ten times in the day, and began to 
take comfort in my ftate; but my comfort was foon 
blaited. 

[To be continued. } 


«1 > > —— 


An Account of the late Worx of Gop, in Canapa, in a 
Letter to Bifhop Afbury. 


Bay of Quintie, April 22d, 797° 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Y intention in this letter, isto give you a brief 

account of the work of God in the province of 

Upper Canada: at the fame time wifhing you glorious 

fuccefs in your minilterial labours; and that the {miles 

of heaven may reft upon you and thofe under your 

charge: that it may appear to all the world, a 
Lord is the God of the Methoditts. 

I believe it would be impoffible for the pen OF the 
learned, or the tongue of the eloquent, fully to fet 
forth the wonderful difplays of God’s power, that have 
been exhibited in this province, in the {pace of two 
months : but I fhall relate, in my weak manic, what 
I have both feen and heard. It was with much relues 
tance that I turned out laft Fall, and.through much 


difhiculty camé to this place, T had to endure wet and. 


cold, and laid on the ground three and twenty nights; 
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and we had to allowance ourfelves, left we fhould fuf. 
fer for necefflary food. At length brother W. and | 
came to this wildernefs land+-we held a prayer meet. 
ing while we were together, and enforced the doétrine 
cf fanétification : and the grace of the Moft High over. 
fhadowed the little company, fo that one man was 
laid proftrate on the floor, crying to Ged for a clean 
heart, who foon profefled to obtain ity and many more 
cried earnefily for this bleffing: fo that we were en. 
couraged, and made to believé that God would make» 
our journey profperous. 

Soon aiter this, our uate meeting came on, and 
a number of the friends came from different parts, 
We endeavoured to enforce fanctification again ; and 
one or two profefled to be fanctified there: after this 
brother W. and I parted—he went to Ofweguchie, and 

I ftaidshere with brother D. I then went round the 
eat and there feemed to be a confiderable ftir, and 
an out-cry among the people. Some thought I brought 
ftrange things to their ears, becaufe | preached up 
pointedly the doctrine of fanétification ; while others 
were fully convinced of the neceflity of it, and wreflled 
in earneft for it. 

A few profeffed converting and fanctifying grace in 
this rant through the firft quarter, and a number on 
the other, where brother W. travelled ; but when the 
hext quarterly-mceting at Ofweguchie came on, bro- 
ther D. and I both attended it. On Saturday I endea- 
vaured to preach from Matt. v. 1, Bleffed are the pure 
: rt, &c. weak and foolifh as it was, the Lord in 
fome meafure owned if. Others exhorted and went 
to prayer, and fo the meeting was concluded. But af- 
ter meeting I happened to go to a woman that had a 
down-caft look, ‘and foake to her concerning the flate 
of her foul—the tears began to flow in abundance. 
Brother D. and brother W. were going to attend the 
quarterly coni Spent ss and defired me to ftay behind 
and fee if the Lord would do any thing—I! went to this 
woman, and began to pray’ wi ith her; and, after fome 
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ftruggles, God fpake peace to her foul. Then another 
one by her fide began to cry to God to have mercy on 
her ; and it was not long before God blefied her: and 
fhe rofe up crying, My foul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour. Then two 
more were brought to cry out earneftly for clean 
hearts, and profefied to find deliverance, and rofe up 
rejoicing. After this, two more were brought to cry 
out in good earneft for mercy. 1 was praying for them, 
when brother D. and brother W. came in, and joined 
in the work. I found this feripture fulfilled, One /hail 
chafe a thoufand, and t%0 foall put ten thoufand to flight. 
They were broken down on every hand: fome fcream- 
ing as if a reere were piercing through them; others 
groaning in violent agonies ; whillt others were rifing 
up, clapping their hands, and fhouting, Victory! and 
it continued till night. Next morning we met for love- 
feaft, and I never faw, or heard more witnefles pro- 
fefs perfect love, according to the number of people. 
Then our public preaching came on, but we had 
no very great work till towards the laft, when brother 
W. got up, full of faith and the Holy Ghoft, and be- 
gan to addrefs him{elf to vile charaGers, fuch as drunk- 
ards, {wearers, liars, &c. and at length he fmote with 
his hand, and {tamped with his foot, and while he was 
labouring in this manner, two fell down before him, 
and cry’d for mercy, who profefféd to find peace with 
God in a little time. From that the flame beyan 
afrefh—finners fell upon the right and on the left ; and 
one old man that, a few months before, had prepapéd a 
weapon to kill brother D. with, as he went along 
road, was ftricken down, and profeffed conver ‘ing 
grace. The awful fhrieks and groans of the wound led 
in {pirit, were pleafingly aftonifhing ; many prote‘ed 
to be converted and fanctified at that meeting : to ‘peak 
within bounds, I believe there were as many ay ‘orty. 
That night we ftaid at a friend’s houfe, and a more 
awful and glorious time I think I never experienced— 
I wos overpowered fo, that I was helplefs for fome times 
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and in the mean while, brother D. fell to the floor 
overpowered, and that night I believe the Lord’ bleffed 
ten fouls. The next night, brother W. and I ftaid 
there, and one foul was converted, and another cried 
out for.mercy in family prayer. We likewife had an 
account, that the friends had a prayer-meéting that 
night at another place, and feven or eight appeared to 
be converted. 

On our way to quarterly-meeting, in this circuit, we 
vifited a few houfes, and the Word revealed himfelf (I 
hope) in pardon and fanGtification to a few fouls: at 
one place in ogi ular, three Were {mote down to the 
floor, three profefied to be converted, and two to be 

fanctified, 

Then at our quarterly-meeting at Adolphus-town 
meeting houfe, the flame bugit forth—finners were 
brought to cry out bitterly for mercy ; and believers 
ior perfect love. OnSaturday night, and on the Sab. 
bath, there were mighty breakings forth of the power 
of the Higheft. 1 cannot juttly affert the number that 
were blefled, but it was confiderable. 

From that time brother D. and mayne went on la- 
bouring with good courage, and glorious fuccefs. | 
believe in the {pace of three weeks, I faw fifty or fixty 
fouls, which, I hope, were either converted or fanéi- 
fied ; befide thofe that brother D. faw on the other 
part of the’circuits’) And in thefe two months palit, | 
venture to believe that upwards of two hundred have 
been either converted or fanctified. ‘There are fome 

e molt. powerful witnefles of perfect love on this 

it, that | think J @yer faw in any place, who ftand 
to theirintegrity. Many backfliders have been reclaim- 
ed, and many little children appear to be converted. 
I faw one between fix and feven years old, bleffed of 
God. Some of the moft atrocious perfecutors have 
been awakened and converted: one | fhall mention in 
particular, who was fo malicious, that he aflirmed we 
worked by the power of witchcraft: his/wife. was in 
the houfe under di'trefs, and he went to take her out, 
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but-had not firength to lift the latch of the door; and 
he faid the witchcraft was fo ftrong that he could not. 
But fince that, he was {mitten by the power of God, 
and now profeffes to be converted, and has joined fo- 
ciety. I fee more or lefs who profefs to be converted, 
every meéting almott. 

Since L-began this letter, which was on Saturday, 
and now it is ‘Tuefday, at derce meetings I have feen 
twelve fouls who I believe were converted, and two 
fanctified: and I have alfo taken into fociety upwards 
of a dozen laft Sabbath, and I believe we have taken 
in on this circuit, upwards of a hundred, and they nearly 
all profefs to*be converted, and many to be fanctified. 

The work here is nearly like that in the Hiftory of 
Methodifm, defcribed by Mr. Wefley. Sanétifications 
are almoft as frequent.as converfions; and, as Mr. 
Wefley obferves, where the work of fandtification 
goes on, the work of God goes,on in all its branches. 
I never knew this fo well, till a little better than a year 
ago I fet out to find this bl efling myfelf, and I believe 
I found it, even if I go to hell at laft. Ever fince that 
time I have found it abfolutely neceflary, not only to 
preach, ‘but to enforce this doctrine. I verily believe 
if this doctrine was enforced on old believers, as preff- 
ingly as we do juftification on feekers, that the world 
would be flaming foon with the religion‘of Jefus. 

This’one thing I know, there isnothing raifes perfe- 
eution fo foon as the doctrine of fanétification; and 
this makes me believe it is injurious to Satan’s king- 
dom, or the old lion would not roar fo violently. "Be- 
fore [ began to enforce this doctrine, I had little or 
no perfecution to fpeak of ; but now my name is calt 
out as evil—they call me a troubler of the land—a fet- 


ter forth of ftrange things—a fpreader of herefies—a ~ 


breaker of the peace—and a feditious fellow.- But I 
hope I can bear all thefe invectives, and as many more, 
for Chriit’s fake. Dear father, excufe my bok pra in 
writing-to you, who am the leaft ot all.——Adier 
lam your humble fervant, S. £. 
Vou. Il. Lt 
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( 33° ) 
IMPORTANT, INTERESTING EXTRACTS 





From Rosszau. 


ACKNOWLEDGE that the majefty which reigns 
in the facred writings, fills me with a folemn kind 
of aftonifhment ; and that the fanétity of the gofpel 
{peaks in a powerful and commanding language to the 
feelings of my heart. Caft your eye on the writings 
of philofophers; behold theirs in all their ftudied 
pomp ; and fee how trifling—how infignificant they 
appear, when compared with the facred records of the 
colpel! Is it poflible that a book fo fublime, and yet 
fo artlefs and fimple, can be a production merely hu- 
man? Is it poflible that the perfon whofe hiftory it un- 
folds, can be confidered as a mere man? Hear him 
{peak ! behold his actions! Is that the language of en- 
thufiafm ? Is that the lordly tone of an ambitious ring. 
leader? On the contrary, what gentlenefs and purity 
in his manners! What mildnefs and affecting grace in 
his inftructions! What elevation and dignity in his 
maxims! What deep wifdom in his difcourfes! What 
prefence of mind! What delicacy! What precifion 
in his anfwers to the demands of the i ignorant, or the 
objections of the perverfe! What an amazing empire 
over his patlions, did his whole conduct and converfati- 
on difcover! Where is the man, where is the faze, 
that has fo far attained the perfeCtion of wifdom, or 
virtue, as to live, act, futier, and die, without weak- 
nef§ on the one hand, or oftentation on the other? 
Yhat fage is Chrift. When Plato drew the ideal 
portrait of a good man, covered with the reproach 
that is due to iniquity, while he defervedthe immor- 
tal prize-of virtue, he drew exaétly the charaéter of 
Jefus.. The refemblance was fo {tnking, that it was per- 
ceived “by all the chriftian fathers, and, indeed, it was 
not poflible to miftake it—Who but fuch as the tyrant 
of prejud ce, and wilful blindnefs, hinder from »per- 
seiving in their true light, would dare to compare the 
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fon of Sophronifeus with the fon of Mary? what an 
immenfe diftance is there between thefe two charac- 
ters! Socrates expiring without pain or difgrace, act- 
ed his part, and fultained it to the end without much 
effort ; and if that eafy death had not reflected a luftre 
on his life; it Would be a queftion, whether Socrates, 
with all his wit and fagacity, was any thing more than 
a fophift. He was, fay fome, the inventor of morality. 
But what do fuch mean? Morality was practifed long 
before Socrates; and he had only the merit of faying, 
what others had done, and of diiplaying in his inftruc- 
tion, what they exhibited in their examples. Ariitides 
had been juit, before Socrates had defined what ju‘tice 
was. Leonides had laid down his life for his country, 
before Socrates had commended the love of our coun- 
try as a moral duty. Sparta was frugal before Socrates 
had praifed frugality ; and Greece abounded with vir- 
tuous men, before he had explained the nature of vir- 
tue. But was it from the morals and examples of his 
countrymen, that Jefus derived the lines of that pure, 
fublime morality that was inculcated in his inftruction, 
and fhene forth in his examples, and which he alone 
taught and prattifed with an equal degree of perfecti- 
on? In the midft of a people, where the moft feroci- 
ous fanaticifm reigned, molt exalted wifdom raifed her 
voice, and the grand fimplicity of the moft heroic vir- 
tues caft a luftre upon the vileft and moft worthlefs ®f 
all the nations. ‘The death of Socrates, who breathed his 
laft in a philofophical converfation with his friends, is 
the mildeft death that nature or wilfdom could ake, 
while the death of Jefus, expiring in torment, infuted, 
inhumanly treated, mocked, and eurfed by an ailembled 
people, is “the moft horrible one that mortal could 
apprehend. Socrates, while he takes the poifoned cup, 
gives, his blefling to the perfon who prefents it to him, 
with the tendercit marks of forrow. fefus in the midit 
of his dreadful agonies prays—for whom? for his ex- 
ecutioners, who were foaming with rage againtt his 
perfon. Ah! if the life and of ‘Socrates carry the 
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332 
marks of a fage—the life and death of Jefus proclaim 
a God, 

‘«< Will any one fay that the gofpel hiftory is all a 
fition? Believe me, my friend, it is not fo impoftors 
goto work. I fee nothing here that has the air of fic. 
tion; and the facts relating to Socrat€s, of which no é 
mortal entertains the leaft doubt, are “welll atteft- ( 
ed as thofe that are recorded in the hiftory of Chritt, 
All your fuppofitions will Pome’ Mteps: Fath the fame 
difficulty, which removes fome Meps farther off, but 


{ 
which will return in its full foree; for it is much more | 
} 
| 
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inconceivable and abfurd, to fuppofe that a number of 

perfons fhould have laid their heads together to com. 

pofe this book, than it is to grant, that the fubject of | 
it'may have been taken from the real life and actions | 
of one man. Jewith writersy with al! their efforts, 
could never have arifen to that noble and elevated | 
tone—to that pure and fublime morality, that reigns | 
in the gofpel ; and the hiftory of Jefus is clothed with 

fuch charaéters of truth, and lines of credibi lity, that 

have fomething in them fo {triking, fo abfolutely inimi- 

table, that the. inventor of fuch things would be {til 

a greater object of aftonithment, than the hero of whom 

they are reported.” 








a 
An Exhertation to family Gedlinefs : extracted from a laie 
a | Author. 


that hath fet up Chrift in his heart, will be 

jure to ftudy to fet him up in his houfe. There- 

fore, let every family with you be a chriftian church ; 
every houfe, a houle of prayer; every” houfehold, a 
houfehold of faith. Let every houfeholder fay swith 
Jothua, /, with my boufe, wi ill fi reve the Lord ; and with 
David, I will céalk within my houfe with a perfect heart. 
Firft, Let religion. be in your families, not as a mat- 
ter by the bye; but the fta anding bufinels of the. houfe 
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fet them have your prayers as duly as their meals. Is 
there any of your families but have time for their tak. 
ing foods Wretched man! Canft thou find time to 
eat, and not time to pray? J 
Secondly, Settle it upon your hearts, that your fouls 
are bound up athe fouls of your family. “They are 
con nit aEes and (if they be loft through your 
neglect) wv e required at your hands. Sirs, if you 
do not, you filial know ,that the charge of fouls is a 
heavy charge, and that the blood of fouls is a heavy 
guilt. O man! haft thou a charge of fouls to anfwer 
for, and doit thou not yet beftir thyfelf for them, that 
their blood may not be found in thy fkirts ? Wilt thou 
do no more for immortal fouls, than thou wilt do for 

he beafts that perifh? What doft thou do for thy chil- 
rath and fervants? Thou provideft meat and drink 
for them; and doft thou not the fame for thy beafts? 
Thou giveft them medicines, and cherifheft them when 
they are fick ; and dofl thou not fo much for thy fwine? 
More particularly, 

1. Let the folemn reading of the word, and finging 
of pfalms or hymns, be your family exerciies. See Chrilt 
finging with his family, his difciples, Matt. xxvi. 
Luke ix. 13: 

2. Let every perfon in your family be duly called to 
an account of their profiting by the word heard o 
read, as they are about doing your own bufinefs. This 
is a duty of confequence unipeakable, and would be 
a means to bring thofe under your charge to rome 
and profit by what they receive. 

3. Often take account of the fouls under your ‘care, 
concerning their {piritual eftates. Make enquiry into 
their conditidhs, infift much upon the finfulnefs and 
mifery of their“natural eftate, and upon the neceflity 
of regeneration, in order to their falvation. Admon- 
ihing them gravely of their fins, encourage begin- 
nings. Follow them earneftly, and let them have no 
quiet for you, till you fee in ‘them . faving change. 
This is a duty of high confequence, but fearfully ne- 
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glected by fome. Doth not confcience fay, Thou art 
the man? 

4. Look to the ftrict fan@ifying of the Sabbath by 
all of your houfeholds. Many poor families have litrle 
time elfe. © improve but your Sabbath-days as dilj- 
gently in doing your Maker’s work,’ as you do the 
other days in doing your own work, and Pdoubt not 
but you may come to fome proficiency. ~ 


[To be concluded in our next. | 
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Letters. 


LETTER LVI. 
{From General Ruffel to Bifhop Afbury.] 


Wafhington, Oétober 4th, 1792. 
Rev. Sir, 


HAVE reafon to blefs God, that his inceflant mer- 
® cies are ftill towards me and mine; and that the 
power of his love hath been largely diffufed among my 
poor, undeferving family, the laft tummer. In the 

onth of Auguft, brother W. prefent, at family pray- 
k, the power of the Lord broke in upon us, and be- 
fore one o’clock in the morning, feven profeffed, of 
this family, to find peace in the Lord, of which num- 

© was Sally B. Campbell, the reft negroes: and two 
‘other negroes, next morning, found that pearl of great 
price : one of the converts, a very old woman, fince 
died happy in the Lord; and all yet feem to hold tal 

re faith ;_ but you will think, with mej it muft be un- 
common grace from God, to keep fafe poor, Sally 
Campbell, amidft fo much entanglement with carnal 
minds; which her condition aswa ward, and uncer 
control, makes her ca‘e the more @angerous. Sundry 
perfons, white and black, have-fince found peace ule 
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der this roof; and hereabouts, the work has been fo 
powerful as to prevent preaching: you will hence con- 
clude our labourers have been true and faithful. i 
That our God may preferve us to meet again, fhall 
be the prayer of your affectionate brother in the Lord 


Jefus. Adieu, 


by W. RUSSEL. 





LETTER LVIII. 
[ Extract of a Letter from H. B. to Bifhop Afbury.]} 
Kentucky, Salt River Circuit, Sept. 7th, 1790 


HAVE feen much good done in this circuit, and 

hope about forty have found the pearl, and as ma- 
ny, or more, awakened—about ten or twelve fanctified, 
and five or fix reftored. 

I have a right to hope, that brother Kiles’ eldeft 
daughter is favingly converted to God, though the is 
but alittle over four years old. I.think fhe gives a 
more fatisfactory account of the work than fome grown 
people can. We have a greater right to hope the work 
is done, than that of her trying to praife God. Glory 
to God! the has been feen up in the. night at prayer, 
and her tempers appear to be much altered ; and fhe is 
{trict to her private duties. The day that God: con- 
verted her foul, there were nine children that profefied 


to find peace. It was a very powerful time of rage 
After » 


ing. She rejoiced till fhe was much f{pent. 

meeting fhe went to fleep, and when waked fhe iaid, 
fhe loved God: her mother afked her, how fhe came 
to love God, fhe had never feen him. She faid, fhe 
could feel him in her heart. 


, B. 
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Poetry. 


ORIGINAL. 


ELIGION, hail! whofe captivating chatms 
Impart to human minds fublimeft joy, 

And raife the foul, in filent adoration, 
To heaven’s high throne—the feat of the Eternal. 
Tis thou who canit refcind the various ills 
Of human being, ceafe the tear of woe, 
Difpel the ling’ring clouds of gloomy care,’ 
Or ftop the impetuous torrent of revenge, 
Which hurries mortals to perdition’s verge.— 
Poffefs’d of thee, what are the toys of wealth? 
Or pomp and fplendor of a monarch’s court? 
The vivid beauty of the glittering gem, 
The diamond’s luftre, or the ruby’s hue ? 
Alas ! their beauties fade before thy pow’r, 
Like the illufions of an airy dream 
Difperfe, when fleep relinquifhes his reign, 
And reafon reaffumes her native throne.— 
Tis thou who canft infpire true peace of mind, 
When death’s pale angel cuts the thread of life, 
And nature fickens 
To youth thou giv’ft a charm, furpafling far 
The charm of beauty, which, in time, fhall fade, 
Lofe all its bloom, and, like the blufhing rofe, 
Droop and decay , 
But, by thy power, the immortal foul 
(When this frail body flumbers in the grave) 
Shall rife, with never-fading beauty crown’d, 
And mount triumphant on the wings of blifs, 
To realms of pleafure and eternal joy. 
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